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THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL 

Old Gir ls papers rece ntly acquired, pre war, over 

1 ,000 issues, Schoolgirl, Schoolgir l 's Own, Schoolda ys, 

Schoolgir ls Own Library, Schoolgirl ' s Weekly, 65p ea ch. 

90 iss ues without covers, 20p each, to clear . Post war al so 

available. 
Quite a large number of papers, as the better ones go, 

are beginning to look rather seedy . I'm clearing these at half 

usua l selll ng pri ces, Magnets, Gems, Lees, etc . Ask for 

your requirements and I'll send If availa ble: 

Tbe usual huge stocks of most papers and comics, let 

me know your requirements . 
Should you be thinking aboul some spare cash, sell 

while you can . You can't take It with you : Top prices paid 

tor collections. Stop Press - I paid £4, 000 for comics at 

Sotheby's Auction recently. Purchases include - &merfly , 

Chuckles, Comi c Cuts, Comic Life, Film Fun, Firefly, Fun 

& Fiction, Halfpenny Wonder, Jester, Joker, Jblly, Kinema 

Comic, Knockout, Larks, Lonotun, Merry & Bright , Monster 

Comic, Puck , Radio Fun , Sparkler, Tip Top, Rainbow and 

ot~ rs. 

NoRMAN 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

L01'00N S.E.192HZ 

Nearest Station - Crysta l Palace 

Tel. 01-77 1 9857 
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COURTNEY- AND COURTENAY 

Nearly s ixty years ago , the editor or the Magnet mentioned In his 

Chat Page that be had received a buge number of letters In praise of a 

story entitled "A Very Gallant Gentleman ••, and mused on how bt;autifully 

tbe story had been written . As the editor was also the writer of the 

story, Mr . J. N. Pente low. he wasn 't being exactly modes t . The s tory , 

of cou rse . was the one In which the prefect, Courtney, died at the finish. 

However, the editor al so mentioned that some reade rs had bee n 

abusi ve, and that one had mixed up Arthur Courtney of Greyfrlar s with 
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Frank Courtenay of Highcliffe, That, the editor said, quite rightly, 
was ridiculous. He also mentioned, quite correc tly, that Arthur 
Courmey had seldom featu re d in the stories. In fact, as we ourselve s 
once pointed out , Courtney had not been stllrred since 1912 until his 
death in 1917, 

Nowadays, it seems , a bi t of legend has got tacked on, .co the 
effect that Pentelow was ordered by his superio r s to get rid of Courtney, 
because readers were getting him mixed up with Frank Courtenay of 
High cllffe, One wonders where that bit originated, If it came from 
Pentelow himself , the per son who recalls it must be getti ng a bit long in 
the tooth, for l'entelow died as long ago a s 1931 - well over forty years 
ago. 

In my view , it's ju st a yarn . l'entelow bumpe d off Courtney 
simp ly tu pruvitle a se ntimental sensation in a story . To my mind it is 
quit e fantastic that the re is any truth in the Courtney - Courtenay busines s. 
The powers-that-were might Just as well have ordered somebody to bump 
off Tom Merry of St. Jim's in case readers confused him with Gordon 
Gay of the Grammar School. 

COM ICS, MOVIES, and PEAS 

In this day and age, you know, and at this moment of time, you 
know, we are within a ki l-l om-eter ' s bread th of seeing the prostitution 
of the English Languag,, - and of being driven up the wall in the pr oces s . 
I am sure you can think of dozens of examp les of what I mean . Tha t 
horrible abbreviation "pea'', for instance. Five pea for a doughnut 
which, a year or two back, wa s so ld at seven for sixpen ce. Not only 
did they murder our currency , they ruined our language along with it. 

"Movies" is an Amer ican word. Tbey always ca lled their fllms 
"movi es " over there, But, over here , it was always the films or the 
pictures or, even , among the less-particular, the flick s. Now, thanks 
to TV programmes and tr endy criti cs, a number of people are referring, 
nasally to "movies". 

fut the term "comics", applied by the ignorant to the old story
papers, is the bane of the post-war years. La st month we referred to 
it in our Post-bag column. Tbis month we com e back to it again. A 
paragraph in a Cambridge newspaper refers to four middle-aged men 
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gathered rou nd a pi.a no and sm gmg "Bess ie &Inter , the Pride of the 

School . " It goes on to menuon that the four are devoted to "rhose late , 

great boys' com ics , Magne t and Gem . ·• 

As the report co ncer ned something whlch happened at a pnvare 

C"lub m..:eu ng, it seems fan to a ssume that the re porter was given hls 

i nformation by so meone who was prese nt at that meeung . We rea lly 

mu st make sure , when we give some hope ful re porter a litt le scoop , that 

he is prope r ly educa ted as 10 wha1 1s and what 1s not • a comic". 

SCA TT Y: 

Did you see a programme on TV in which a colle ctor of "com1cs" 

was sa id to have a colle ctio n worth £100.0007 I gather that the sam e 

rnform ation was offered to the wondenng reader s of a nauonal newspaper . 

The TV ,nc"r .-:iewer seemed impressed - and 1 don't wonder at 

u , That's what he' s paid for . The se rubbi s hy reports ar e laughab le 

but they have a se riou s s ide. Old people ru sh to dig out dusty and grubb y 

item s !rom their attics in the beli ef that they are sitti ng on a fortune . 

it l s a shame when they are disa ppointed , 

Personall y , I s hould think there is a r isk for the wealthy collec tion 

owner who yearns for brief importan ce in a newspaper or on TV. He 

might attr act the attenuoo of the Gre at Com ic Robbers one dark 01ght. 

Parti cular ly lf the robber gang is not very i ntelligent. 

I haste n to add that there ls no truth lo any rumou r that I am 

selling my own modest collectio n in order to retire and h ve in luxury in 

Bermuda. Or Clacron: 
In the same month we have heard of a sa le a t Sotheby's whe re 

some well - to-do gent paid £500 for about 250 Mickey Mouse Weeklies , 

and a di stin guis hed dea le r paid £4 ,000 for a quantity of comics . Things 

Jlke that a re mmd -boggl.log for mos t of us. 

Yes, a depre ssi ng month, one way and another . However . a 

cherubic youngster (another of 'em) gave me a laugh in my news pape r 

last week . This cherub cla im s that tenrus playe rs should be trea ted 

with respe ct . " Players are not circu s animal s who are paid to perform 

to crowd s. lt is the cro wd who should feel privi leged to wat ch the s ta r 

players . " 
I ha ve yet to learn of a circ us animal that laughed all the way to 
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the bank. fut if pampered, temperamental tetmis stars are not paid w 
perform, then I don't know who is. 

Next month I shall be lifting the curtai n on the C. D. Annual. 

THE EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . .......... . ..... 
JULY 1925 

There iB a seria l running in the Boys' Friend entitled "The Lion's 
Revenge" by Roger Fowey, It is set in fifty years time in the year 
1975, and there is a big war on. Britain , the greatest nation in the 
world, l eads her allie s in an invasion of China. I don't like it much. 
One thing, if there is a war in 1975, as in the s tory, 1 sha ll be an old 
gent and they won't make me drive a tank. 

Much better, in the Boys' Frie nd, is Rookwood, which goes 
merrily on its way. The first story "Well Meant" was a sequel to the 
one last week in which a frowsy old tramp makes Gunner believe that he, 
the tramp, Is Mr. Dalton's brother. 

Then, two rib-tickling tales about Canhew . In "Done In The 
Dark" Cart hew ls bullyi ng all the juniors, and he is tied up. and has his 
face smothered in tar in the woodshed . He accuses the Fistical Four . 
In the sequel, "T he Whip Hand", Jimmy Silver & Co, are expelled for 
attacking Carthew. But Mornington, who was the guilty one, takes a 
hand, and Car thew has to climb down or admit tha t he was telling lies. 
He climbs down. 

"Tubby Muffin's Invitation" was the last of the month and the first 
of a new holiday series. Muffin invites the Fistical Four to go for a 
cruising holiday on the fine steam yacht of his uncle, Captain Montague 
Muffin. Lovell, who had invited his friends to stay with him for the 
holidays, finds that he can't have them after all. So he ac cepts Muffin's 
invitation • but the other s are suspicious of the whole thing, at lea s t until 
they see the yacht. 

The month's new i ss ues of the Schoolboys' Own Library contain 
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"T he Kidnapped Crick eter s", a good tale but rat her jerky read ing, about 
Vernon -Smith and Greyfriars , and "His Brother' s furden", a sad and 
exce lle nt St. Jim' s ta le , 

It ls being a very hot summe r, and afte r many days with temper 
atures 1·ound 88 , the month ended wi th ver y heavy thunder sto rm s . 

First of the month in the Nelson Lee tales was "The Lost Patrol" , 
continuing the series about the St~ Frank's scouts . The chums suspe ct 
Capta in Starkey of bein g a smuggler , Then "The Lighthouse Scouts" in 
which the two patrol s, the Lions and the Tigers , find them se lves 
ma r ooned on Shingl e Head Light house. 

"Save d from the Sea" told of the gallant resc ue, in a raging gale , 
of the sc out s m the ligh thouse , Thi s ended the scout ing series, and 
made way next month for "Advent ure Bound" , the first of a great holiday 
series. Lord Dorrie more !.S the host on a trip to the South Seas, and it 
looks like bei.ng a s tunning serie s . The St. Frank's tale s are now 
incr eas ed 10 length . 

At the pictures we have see n Agnes Ayres in "The Guilty One", 
Mary Pbilbin in " Rose of Pari s", Pris cilla Dean in "Siren of Sevill e ". 
Those were the sort of films that the lad ies Wee, but I liked "T he 
Mi.dnight Expres s" which starred Will iam Haines, and two other good 
ones were fu ck Jone s and Wanda Hawley in "T he Man Who Played Square '' 
and George 0' Br ien and Dorothy Mackaill in "The Man Who Came Back". 
Also good was Laura La Plante In "futte rfl y" . 

The trouble with the Gem is that the s tor ies by the r ea l Martin 
Cli fford the se days are so short . "1.eviso n' s Luck" was rea lly the final 
st ory about Mr . Selby's !ugh -valu e Fren ch bankno te . Levison has been 
expelled for s tea li ng It, l:>ut it was reall y Racke who found it, Racke 
sen t It to Mr . Lodgey to pay a gambling debt , and could not undo the harm 
he had done . However, Mr , Lodgey gues sed that the note had been 
stolen, and s ent 1t back . And Racke took it and left it on the Head' s 
desk so eve ryone s hould think II had been a potty joke, A lovel y series, 
thl s one - lovely read ing and lovely writing . 

Next week was a kind of del ici ous bit tacked on to the series. 
"D'Arcy t he Det ecti ve " dec ided to use his dete ctio n powers to find out 
who had reall y taken that famous bankno te - and Gussy , unintentionally , 
stirred up quite a bit of bother. All first -cla ss reading, but such s hort 
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sto ries of only about nine chapter s. 
"Savi ng the Head" was much longer • one of those with lot s and 

lots of plot . It starred Lumley-Lu mley and one of bis old acquaintances , 
Flash Ike, Not a bad tale of it s type, Last of the month was "The 
Plundered School", with Marie Rivers and TalbOt and Jim Dawlish and a 
new secre tary named Jack Harper for the Head. (I think the naughty 
Harper featured in the Christmas tale in the Gem last December. ) 
Talbot and Marie (always in her nurse' s uniform according to the artist) 
were kidnapped. All very familiar, Thi s one goes on next week, 

One of the best Sexton Blake tal es I have ever read came out this 
month in the S. B. L . It ls "The Mystery of the Platinum 1'olgget", which 
bri ngs ba ck Granite Grant and Mlle . Julie. A splendid tal e, full of 
mystery and excitement . 

The railways are a hundred years old. A special railway 
cente nary exhibition has been held at Darlington this month, and there 
was a 6 ·m ile procession of locomotives and train s, opened and Jed by 
the Duke and Duches s of York. 

Two stories this month have wound up the Ragged Dick seri es in 
the Magnet, The titles are "Ragged Dick's Resolve" and "A Boy's 
Cross-roads". Ragged Dick has gone to Greyfr iars as the grandson, 
who is actually dead, of Sir Henry Compton. It is a scherre to s top the 
Compton fortune falling into the hands of the worthless Roger Compton 
who i s the rea l heir if the grandson is dead . But the Compton's have a 
birthmark resembling a hawk's head . And Ragged Dick has tha t birth· 
mark. He is the son of Sir Henry's brother, and is the rea l heir. 

Of course, It's fearfully melod ramatic, with the villain hissing 
out a thousand curses . And the coincidence is really too odd for belief . 
All the same, it ' s great reading, and I loved the closing story. 

Billy Bunter has always bragge d about a non-existent mansion, 
Bunter Court. And now, in "Billy Bunter's Brain -Wave", the first of 
the s ummer holiday series, Ebnter is able , with the unknowing assistance 
of Lord Mauleverer, to make Bunter Court really exist · or seem to 
exist. In the seco nd tale of the series, "Bunter of Bunter Court", Harry 
Wbanon and Co. are ready to believe that black is whi te when they are 
invited to Bunter Coun • and find out what a splendid abode it is. Great, 
great fun. 
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There were to have been free photographs of cricketers with this 
series, but the editor has apolog1zed that the sc heme is delayed to mid
August, when the photographs will be replaced with cut-out figure s of 
cricketers . 
(EOl 10RIAL COMMENT: ''The Kidnapped Cticketers 11

1 No. 7 of the S,0,L., was one of 
th<»e unsatisfac tory sto ries which occasl on.2lly took the gilt oU the gingerbread or the library. 
Jt comprised four Magnets of the sum me r of 1917; the story was an excellent Vernon-Smith 
ta le o f the type whi c h became r:.ttber b.2ckneyed Lzter on. But in thil S. o. L. version the re 
was so much drastic pnm.ing, c utting it to about two-thirds of its origin.al length , th.at continuity 
was spoiled, S. O. L. No. 8, "His Brother's Burden", also from the summer of 1917 1 was far 
bett er, comprhlag three Gems which starred Maonen and hi$ minor, and presenting, lD most 
acce ptable rtyle, one of the finest dramatic se ries o f the war years. ) 

• • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

fJLAJ<IANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

This month's Blaklana is devoted to tbe theme of "Gangsters". 
John Bridgewater's article on the three Blackpool tales started it off, and 
then I re ceived an idea from Don Harkness of Australia wbo asked me to 
write somethi ng on the Gangste r type tales in the Union Jack. So here 
are two articles on the subje ct for your del ectation. I hope you will all 
enjoy them, maybe someone will write me something on the same subject 
in return . Everyone has their own feelings about these Gangster ta le s 
so I should like to hear about them. 

At the time of writing these words the weather is more like winter 
than summer , but I hope it will soon change so that we can enjoy our 
holidays and also our summer meet ings of the Old Boys' Book Clubs 
which are invariably spent in lovely gardens, weather permitting. 

THE GANGSTER ERA CYCLE 
in the Union ja ck and the e ffect on the stori e s thereof 

by Josie Packman, from an idea suggested by 
Don Harkness of Australia 

When the Vols tead Prohibition Act of 1919 cam e into force in the 



Page 10 

U.S . A. it started a cycle of crimes of a type never rea lly encountered 
before which eventually created a period in time forever known as "The 
Gangster Era" . In this article I have tried to show the effect of this 
particular crime wave on the stories of Sexton make in the Union Jack. 

The above Act which crea ted all the trouble was finally repealed 
in 1933, but the aftermath remains with us to this day. 

From our vantage point of forty years on, we look back to the 
Gangster days of the 1920's and 1930's with some sor t of affection crea ted 
by the actors in gangster films of the period. The so-ca lled Gangs ter 
film of today bears no relation to our pre-war ones . The modern ones 
are really nasty, violent, vicious and sex-rid den, whereas the old ones 
although violent with their many shootings and hi-j ackings, e tc., were 
popula r because of the well-known film stars who gave such excellent 
portrayals of such gangst~rs as Al Capon~, Lt:g,, Diamond, &igs Moran 
and many others. 

Now what has this to do with Sexton make, you may well ask? 
This is the answer . 

The Union Jack, ever up to date with its stories of make and 
Tinker's adventures had, necessarily, to go in for some gangster type 
tales. Whilst these became fairly popular with some of the Union Jack 
rea der s they did not gain the adherents which those marvellous films 
did, much to the dismay no doubt, of the then Edi tor . In my opinion, 
only one Sexton Blake author could write gangster tales from his own 
exper ien ces in America and that was Mr. G. H. Teed , Others tried 
their best to follow him - Gilbert Chester for one - but Teed was the 
Tops. This type of tale was first introd uced into the U. J. lo November 
1930 , the fir st story with the word Gangster in the ti tle being Union 
Jack No. 1414, called "Sexto n Blake - Gangster" by Robert Murray, but 
the tale was merely a story about a London small time gang into which 
Blake penetrated as a member in order to br eak it up and arrest the 
leader. There was an earlier Union Jack , No. 13 72 - with the word 
Gang ster used In the title - "Gangster• s Gold" by Anthony Skene, not a 
very good tale I am sorry to say, also it wasn't really a gangster tale, 
so the honours go to the tale by Robert Murray. 

When we speak of the Gangster Era we immediately think of the 
1920"s and early 1930's. It is a period, or Era, se t in that particular 
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time forever its own, and the films made about it are also something 
special. Apart from those made abOut the real gangsters such as Al 
Ca:pone, there were many made of the stories of the new "Private Eye" 
type of detective. We thinlc then of the most famous of those writers, 
four of whom spring to mind - Dashiel Hammet, Damon Runyan, 
Raymond Chandler and Micky Sp1Uane. Sam Spade was the creation of 
Dashiel Hammet and was ably portrayed by that wonderful actor, 
Humphrey Bogart . Our old musical friend, Dick Powell, turned dramati c 
actor in the part of Raymond Chandler's Philip Marlowe . So I could go 
on for ever, but not finishing without naming the film star who was per
haps the greates t of them all - Edward G. Robins on, Gangster Supreme . 

Oddly enough, alth ough I always enjoyed the exce llen t Gangster 
films of this period - and still do when we are permitted to see them on 
TV - I was never able Lo read and enjoy a story of that type, 

What I found inte resting in that period of the Union Jack was the 
2-page ce ntre inset which featured the re al life activitie s o f Al Capone 
and his contemporaries, This feature first appeared in Union Jack, 
No, 1416, under the title "The Menace of the Gunman" , (A truly 
prophetic menace , ) 

Incidentally this first episode mentio ns the names of two men, 
members of the Committee of Chicago Citizens known as the Secret Six, 
who se activities were to lead eventua lly to the cleaning up of Chicago 
and other cities with <he sam e gangs,er problems. Their name s were 
Robert Isham Randolph , Chief of fullce and Alexander Jamie, an F. B. I. 
man, Jam ie had married the e lder sister of Eliot Ness and was 
instrumental in giving Ness the Job as leader of the famo us team called 
"The Untouchables", No doubt some of you may have see n that excellent 
TV series called "The Untouchables" with Robert Stack as Eliot Ness. 
Every episode was true, based on the book published by Ellot Ness and 
Oscar Fraley one of his associates in the team. 

By a stretch of the imaginatio n one could picture our own 
dete cti ve, Sexton Blake, leadin g suc h a team. In fact, as I have 
mentioned elsewhere, Mr. Teed wrote severa l fine stories of Blake•s 
activit ies ln New York during the early 1920's, These appeared in the 
Sexton Blake Library, the first one being No. 219, called "The Spirit 
Smugglers ", a title which speaks for itself. Efforts were made by 
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several other Blake authors to break into the field of Gangster tales, but 
they were not successful and fin.ally caused the demise of the Union Jack 
as a decent detective story paper, in 1933. Twenty three years later 
the same thing happened to the Sexton Blake Library when the so-called 
New Look Blake was introduced. Merely a repetition of the Gangster 
period of the Union Jack with modern gunmen out to get Blake. 
Editorial policy once agai n tried to turn Blake into a "private Eye" 
detective for modern readers, in consequence of which. the Sexton Blake 
Library faded out. 

Thus the Gangsters had an evil effect on our detective literature 
of the period, bringing to an end the wonderful long run of real detective 
s tories written for our beloved Union Jack. 

SEXTON BLAKE IN BLACKPOOL by John Bridgewater 

I was a littl e surpri sed to find that there are thre e storie s with 
BlackpOOI in the title. U.J. No. 306 , "Sexton Blake in Blackpool " (1909), 
U. J. No. 1444, "Sexton Blake Save s Blackpool" (1931) and S. B. L. 2nd 
serie s , No. 201, "The Blackpool Mystery" (1929). 

The fi r st, by E . J. Gannon, is a leisurely sto ry of the older sort. 
Blake suspe cts that all l s not well with a widow for whom he has some 
responsibility . T he lady keep s a boarding house in Blackpool, one of 
those whi ch mu st have disappeared before the 1920' s . It was never my 
good fortune to find myselt in such a grand es tabli shmen t. Howev,:r, 
Blake goe s to the seaside and finds a well organised gang of burglers 
headed by an audacious ra scal who has inveigled the lady in to parting 
with her fortune. The truth is soon discovered , rut finding proof , and 
the loot, present s many difficulties. U.J. 1444, by Gilbert Chester, is 
an American type gangster tale. The gang try to blackmail Blackpool 
by demanding a large sum of money for not putting germs into the water 
supply and ruining the holiday season. Blake saves the situation with 
the help of a cockney gang , The S. B. L. by L, 11.idston tells of an attempt 
to swindle an Inventor out or lus dis covery. He ls murdered right at 
the beginning and much of the story ls taken up with both sides trying to 
find his papers. 

Superficially these are three very different stories, rut on 
closer examination they have quite a numbe r of similarities, Of course 
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they all take place in holida y time. Less predictably though the crooks 
a re gangster s In all three . (I could have ca lled this art icle "Hoodlum s 
Holiday" • .) In U. J. 306 we have a good old fashione d gang of burglar s . 
In comple te contras t U. J. 1444 has an Al Ca Pone type gang. 1 read this 
one imme dia te ly after No, 306 and the "s nap, c ra clde .and PoP" tal e 
rattled along at breakneck pa ce and lite r a lly left me br eathless, at lea st 
that was my impression. S. 8. L. 201 has America n gangsters too, but 
their victi ms are limited to a few individual s instead of the general publi c 
a s in the U. J. tales . 

In both U.J's , Blake chats -up the gang leader and physica lly 
assau lts him with considerable s uccess and no immediate retaliation. 
Tinker is not so lucky . He suffer s cap ture with unpleasant results in 
U,J. 306 and S. 8 . L . 201. Both U. J. storie s ope n in London and both 
gang leaders have sea-going vesse l s to ai d their nefariou s exploits. As 
would be expected both live i n grand s tyle . 

The fair sex play a part in au thr ee sto rie s . Their fortunes ar e 
pa rticul arly imPorta nt in U. J. 306 and S, B. L. 201 , Blake havi ng to recover 
their losses in both , The lad y is kidnapped in S. B. L. 201 and U.J. 1444. 
Unexpect edly Blake does the kidnappin g in the latt er. The incident , 
illu str a ted on the S. B. L . cover, is not the same in the story as in the 
picrure. One wonders whether the story was changed or the artist did 
not read the s tory . 

The plea sure bea ch i s well represen ted in action packed scenes 
in the la te r tale s and whil s t the holida y a ttr acti ons feature in the ear ly 
one they are rather le ss familiar . 

I find it adds quite a lot to the interest by selecting related 
stor ie s in thi s way and reading them consec utiv e ly , pre fer ably the old 
first. I am going to read the two "Co ffee Stall " s tories next. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SA LI: MAGNETS - High Oak,: Rebdlioa Serie.. (N , B. Noc Facsimiles) Offe n . Also a 

~gnllt:1 for ta l• or u cbange. 
KEN HUMPHRI.YS, 9 NOTT'll'IICHAM RD., HUCKNAU 1 NOTTINGHAM NG IS 7QN, 

'Phone HUCKNALL 2566 
••••••*•••••• ••:t• •········· · · · · ···· 
WANTED: Collecton ' Dlga:t for December 1974 , (to complete set for binding). Ab o require 
~l 1947 . D. M. BENTLEY 

78 COMMERClAL STREET, BRIGHOUSE, YORKSHIRE. 
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NELSON LEE CoLUMM 
A LBTI'ER FROM ST. FRANK'S by Jim Cook 

The day St. Frank's was ruled by women: 

It sounds like the insensate title or a book, but at one time St. 

Frank's was run by females, and it has been recorded that tbe "ladies, 

had they realised the nature or their task, would have prerer:n,d to have 

take n in hand a colony of young elephants": Well , no doubt they would. 

8Jt they we:n, not to know that St. Frank's wasn ' t a suitable school for 

women tea chers . They soon found out. Miss Trumble , the new lady 

governor or St. Frank's, cha llenged the authority or Dr. Stafford to 

administer cor poral puuishment, with the result that the Head, supported 

by the other masters, tendered tbeir resignations. Miss Trumble 

accepted them. At once, the otber masters who we:n, lef t, were unable 

to maintain order and so the schoo l was left to look after itse lf. 

Miss Trumble, unable to find masters to run the school, dec ided 

to Install mlst:n>sses. 
It is ope n to conjectu:n> whether St. Frank's would have ac cepted 

the ladie s If Miss Trumb le hadn't trea ted the boys like little children and 

started making rules and regulations more befitting a kinde rgarten. 

8.lt that she did was the ruse thKt set off the explosion In the shaJK' or 

Revolt: 
8.lt not before the Press made headlines such as "Great Plibllc 

School Taken Over By Women:" - "Mistresses r eplace Masters at St. 

Frank 's College! " - "Novel situati on at Big Public School ! " Miss 

Trumble rapidly became tbe most talked or woman In Bngiand. There 

was no denying her cour age , but among educationalists, her scheme was 

a doubtful matter, and a subject for humorous speculation by others . 

The arrival or the mistre ss es came as a shock to the boys. 

They anticipated the arrival or seven or eight learned gentlemen. 

Instead, a number or elderly, unpleasant -looking ladies turned up and 

gazed out upon the sc hool In a grim, defiant kind or way. 

And with these mistresses Mis s Trumble was determined to make 

big alterations. 
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Th.is invasion was treated by Fenton , the sc hool captain, as a 
Joke . It Just waRn't possibl e , it being so bizarre , to t binlc of it as other-
wise . 

fut i t was no jo ke . That the boys found out very soon: It is 
i ntt:.re8tJ.ng to noce the name~ of die se rnib lre ~ses aud Lheir appointments . 
There were two Hous em!s tre sses . M!ss Babbidge ruled the Ancien t 
House . Miss Rice - "the one wit h 1he fat face" - was destined to rule 
the College House . 

A Miss Ski.nner was m charge of the lor dly S,xth , and a rather 
young and pr etty mist re ss, Miss Nuon , had the terr ib le r.ask of tea chi ng 
the Third-f orm . 

Then a Miss Tee ~e r was booked for the Remove . The re was 
als o a Miss Cr imp . J haven' t been ab le to find out Just what her duue s 
were . Per haps she "loo ked af te r" the Fi fth . 

The silliest change Mis s Trum ble made was to substi tute netball 
for football : 

Very soon, the fellow s talke d abou t Revolt . 
The novelty of fem inine rule provi<led the boys with endless fun 

and amusement for the first week , Lut when Miss Trumble went to 
extre me s wi th pu'1.lshmenta l!ke a diet on bre ad and water the difficult 
ta s k of orga n1smg a "Barr ing-Ou t" iell, as usual , to Nipper . 

A s ti rr ing account of how the Remove of St. Frank's rebelle d 
against the nEw Lady Head has been reco rd ed . In the dead of mght 
trenches were dug 1n the fields near the sc hool to Jiccommodate the 
juni or s aga inst a siege a.nd a possib le atta c.k. Then an ultimatum was 
se nt to the Headm is tr ess demand ing the return of Dr . Staf ford and the 
other mas te rs . But thi s onl y succe eded in infuria ung Mis s Trum ble and 
increased her determina tion to run the sc hool in her own way. 

Hired me rce nar ies were hired in an attempt to quell the revolt 
and bri ng the rebels back into the scho ol by force . 

fut Fort Resolut e, the st r onghold, was well named by the junior s. 
The atta ck failed, like many more tha t Mis s Trumble tried . 

Pet tic oat Rule wa s destined to be accepted in ma ny in stitution s 
and positio ns of power in the future, but the sudden inva sio n at St . Frank's 
by ladie s who regarded both seniors and Juniors as naughty children was 
not only before i ts time, but out of date altogether. 
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It is difficult to understand why the pretty young mistres s , Miss 
Nixon, was put in charge of the fags . I think Miss Trumble migh t have 
ruled St . Frank's to thi s day had Miss Nixon been put in the Remove, 
For th e Remove alway s led a rebellion, Led by Nipper they were alway s 
succeasM, ILL I doubl iC a rebellio n would have been started had Miss 
Nixon and not Mi ss Ballbidge, ruled the Remove, On such small details 
are world events created . 

Even Nipper Is unabl e to say what the outcome would have been 
had Miss Nixon took charge, For Miss Nixon was only young and 
pretty, a fact that shouldn't enter in such a seri ous situation like a 
sc hoolboy rebellion, but the rest of the femal e staff were so unbecoming 
ladie s that Miss Nixon stood out in prom inent relief as it were . 

Consequently. Miss Nixon was treated with the greatest respect 
by the boys during the revol t , and she eventua lly resigned . The fate of 
Miss Trumble and her female staff was decided when Nipper sent for the 
scho ol governors and, after being misled by Jane Trumble , they returned 
to St , Frank 's to see Farmer Holt demanding his payment of Miss Trumble 
for services rendered in the shape of selling of the meadows adjoining 
St. Frank 's , Among other things, Holt wanted paying for flood ing the 
trenches, money spent on barbed wire and money for paying his men 
whom Miss Trumble used in her attempt to break the revolt . 

This d isgr a ce ful behaviour on the part of Miss Trumble coming 
to light was enough evidence for the school governors and she uttered a 
kind of wild scream and ran from them. 

It was the end of Jane Trumble, one time Head of St, Frank's, 
It was the end of Petti coa t Rule . 

ALL FOR YOU - VIA A TYPEWRITER : by Wllliam Lister 

In a rece nt T, V. item showing a set of old comedy films and 
featur ing Harold Ll oyd, Chester Conklin, and Ben Turp in, the 
commentato r faded out while saying ''We owe our thanks to these men 
who provided us with so much happiness au those years ago . " 

Perhaps we (thinking of Edwy Searles Brooks , Charles Hamilton 
and the Sexton Blake authors) can express the same sentiments, with an 
added rider that we can still share that happines s, through the fore sight 
of Harold Leckenby, Er ic Fayne, and a host of other enthusiasts. 



Page 17 

It' s not only the old film s and old papers, but old customs too, 
that can bring back happy memories . How many happy hour s of day' s 
gone by were spent bowling the hoop along the street . A litt le wooden 
peg and a little wooden stick was all that was need ed to play ' PIGGY'; 
the re was the Whip and Top; and Shuttle -c ock for the girl s . All of 
which are rare, very rare, today . Take April Fool's Day. On the first 
day of Apr il , you were caught out as an April fool fifty time s before 
dinner , Every kid in every s treet had a do at 'doing' you , to s hriek s of 
laughter. I don't thinlc , in the last three years, anybody has attempted 
to make an April Fool out of me - not even my gr and children . All of 
which brings me to " The Priso ners of the Mountains" an Edwy Searl es 
Brooks , Mons ter Library success. 

Going back into the late twentie s the St . Fr ank' s boys were quite 
capable of enteri ng Jnto the spidt of April Fool 's Jay . lo this ta le Lor d 
Dorriemore , Nelson Lee and boys fr om seve ral forms all fall under the 
spe ll of April the fir st . Japes , rags and what-n ot come thi ck and fast 
in the opening chapter s , 

Edwy Searles Brook s was of our gene ration , Some of the Jape s 
and tri cks he desc r ibes with his pen he had, no doubt, experien ced in 
hi s youth. 

All good stuff to get the tal e unde rway . Have you ever tried 
writing so many thousand words a week . wet or fine , in good heal th or 
bad , summer and winter , Ea ste r , Whit , Banlc Holiday and Christma s , 
and weave those words into sentences and the se ntences into paragraphs 
and the paragraph s i nto chapters? Add to a ll thi s a plo t and a theme 
good enough to satisfy the st ory - hungry lo t of youths such a s we were 
in those days . (None of your picture-stories please. So many thous and 
word s pe r copy and more if possi ble , double number s always welcome 
was the order of the day.) 

It took real hard work for Brooks , Hamilton and the Sexton Blake 
fraternity to wring that 'tuppen ce' out of us week by week , 

So April the fi r s t and Its etrect on the St , Frank's bOys wa s good 
for a new opening chapter pri or to boarding a Lord Dorriemore type of 
airshi p for fun and adventure of a more se rious nature , and by that, l 
mean, • •• TAGOSSA - a name to str ike dr ead into our schoo lboy heart s , 
TAGOSSA, A DEADLY AND DAl'CEROUS SECRET SOCIETY, add to 
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tha t a s torm-ridde n schooner in la shing seas on a dark terrifyi ng night , 
Now take a monastery hidden in the mountains and occu pied by bandits 
and for good mea su re a kldna pped pri nce shivering in the brigands' lai r . 
I ca n alm ost se e the steam ri si ng from Mr . Brooks ' typewriter . I 
wonder how many wo rds he typed a minute? 

I think I'll leav e you here • leave you to the cli cklng of his type · 
wr iter a s the la st few thousand words tea ve h!s fertile imagination LO 
we nd their way, fir st to the page s of the 'NELSON LEE' and then (as an 
encore) to the page s of tbe 'MONSTER LIBRARY' . 

"" "t: t: 1"9«t.• • ••• •• .. . .... "" ... ..... .. 
REVIEWS 

THE SLE LTTH OF GREY FRIARS Frank Richards 
(Howard llilke r : £3 . 2U) 

Here we have two of the shoner Magnet series of the mid-ttur ties , 
The first one 1s the 4-story series concerning Peter Hazeldene's uncle 
who disappeared f:rom the Brighton bank where he was employed and who 
wa s suspe cted of ha ving made off with bank funds . Marj or ie Hazeldene 
and ~he Cli ff House gir ls play subs tantia l parts , and , wi!h ma ny very 
original seque nces, the whole yarn is well- above average in entertain 
ment value. 

The seco nd series also .gru.kes a note of crime and detection, 
wit h Jack Drake , Ferrer s Locke's as sis tant , on the tra ll of the el usive 
Jimm y, the Fox , It i.s an Easter holiday se r ies , winding up with rhe 
deligh t ful tale which introduc ed the Jubil ee of King George the Flfth . 

Neither of these series is particularly well -known and that is , 
possib ly I one rea s on, why this volume may be eve n mo re welcome than 
some of the more famous stories . 

Both come across to the reader wlth a charming freshne ss. 

BUNTER 'S SEASIDE CAPER Fra nk Richards 
(Howard Baker : £3. 20) 

The 6- s tory Portercllff e Hall series is typi cal of the Engli sh 
holi day ta le s of the latter-day Magnet in som e ways, but the combination 
of the fell ows included in the holiday party is reminisce nt of at lea st a 
de cade earlie r . Plea sant read ing, with plenty of excitem ent and thinly-
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veiled mystery, the basic plot relate s how Mr. Hiram K. Fish took a 
lease on a mansion on the Kentish coast with the idea in view of 
unearthing a hidden hoard of sovereign s. In pas sing, the Fishes work 
hard In their project , though it goes without saying that they fail in the 
end. 

Billy Bunter is very much in the forefront of activities , but Kipps, 
Wibley, and Alonzo Todd are also there to make things rather unusual. 
In passing, this was Alonzo's final appearance In the Magnet, and be is 
so well up-to-form that it is sad to say farewell to him. 

As makeweight In the volume ls a light , amusin g single s tory, 
"Mr. Quelch's Easter Egg", from earlier in the same year. 

Toe attractive dust Jacket is novel in that it presents sma ll 
reproductions of all the seven Magnets included in the volume. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 128 - Magnet No. 404 - "Going the Pace" 

The Magnets of the First World War period are not noted for 
their humour or exuberance, and in late 1915, when the red dye became 
unobtainable and the covers di splayed blue print on white paper, the 
grimness and weariness of war inevitably found expression in the s pir it 
of many of the stories . It must have been a pleasant change when 
No. 404 appeared starring two characters most useful in forward ing the 
plots of sever al Magnet stories, Fi she r T . Fish and Rupert de Courcy . 

De Courcy, the Cater pilla r, had of course made his debut in the 
two famous 3d . Boys ' Frie nd Librarie s, well known since they were 
reprinted by the Muse um Press . "Going the Pace" reflected the new 
set- up at Highcliffe, and the relationship between de Courcy and 
Courtenay was weli maintained. with the Caterpillar pretending to do 
everything his friend wished without having any Ideas of his own. at the 
same time complaining about the stern morality of the working classes. 
The usual resul t of this whimsicality was to leave Frank Cou.rtenay 
half-vexed and half-amused, but it was quite clear to the reader that the 
Caterpillar possessed a keen mind which he could bring to bear on any 
problem that Interested him. 
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The problem in this story was caus ed by Fish 's bookmaking 

bus ines s . He wa s taki ng bets on the favouri te and making a handsome 

profit for himself when the favourite lost. To prevent the possibility of 

welshing, all the stakes were held by third par ties, and de Courcy 

happened to find himself nominated to hold sta kes from l'onsonby and his 

friends . Suspecting that he had been unwittingly im plicated in a swindl e, 

he decided to discover how the swindle was worked : a swindle i t had to 

be, since Fishy was too c lever to ri sk losing money . 

Th.is was the type of story that Charl es Hamilton was so succ es s 

ful with at th.is sta ge or the Magnet and Gem, a story with interesting 

charac terisation and a well ·c onstructed puzzle plot wi th a surprise 

ending, in th.is ca se a matter of making the puni shmen t fit the c rime. 

The same theme was later used at Rookwood , in connection with Smythe's 

Red Cro ss sweep, but it lacked the development and interp lay or 

cha racter s that the Magnet displayed so trium phantly. One of the most 

memorable sketc hes was Mr. Mobbs toadying to Ponsonby because or h.is 

titled relation s: one or them, an earl, had shaken hands with h.im, a 

marquis had told him it was a fine morning, and a baronet bad sat beside 

h.im in a whacking big motor -car . Mr. Mobbs had never got over the 

exhilar ati on of a ll th.is, and Ponsonlly traded on it unscrupulously . In a 

few senten ces, Char les Hamilton could make an inde lib le impression in 

the mind or personal r elationshi ps at different levels of mutual under 

sta nding. This is surely one of the marks or a girted wr iter . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
WAN TED : Union Jacks, Un.Ion Jack Supplcm&nh (both before the year 1926); Sex.ton Blake 

Ubraries up to No. 85, Third Serl a; e.arly Champtom; Neb:on Lee Ubr.uy up to No. 92 (old 

se.rle. only). 
11. W. VUNON 

S GIUMAN ST., CH!l.TE>IHAM, VIC10RIA , AUS'lllALIA 3192. 

* . ...... ..... .. . .. . .. ..... . * .... . 
WANTED: Glrb 1 friend,, Rudeis , Homa1 tor 1912, 1913, 1914 • buunJ vohu uet preJerred. 

Orudnougbb, Boand volume ot Boys' Fdawk • mtd-192.f to mld · 192S. 

ERIC FAYNE 

EXCELSIOR HOUSE, CROOJ<HAM RD, , CROOKHAM, HANTS. 
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The Summer Term is growing old at Rookwood - over fifty years ago. 

LOVELL 'S REVENGE 

Mr. Greely took his accmtomed stroll 
in 8ig Quad al t er dinner t hat day. 

Tha t day wu Wednesday, a tiaU
bolid.ay • and a fter hl r ttroll ln th e quad 
Mr. Gre ely settl ed down la a deep a rm 

chair in his study, with a new,paper, to 

enjoy his le l$ure, Ftom his seat by th e 

window of hia study, he natura lly could not 

aee Jato the corridor upon which masters• 

studies opened aod he was qu.lte unaware 
t hat a number of the C laadca l Fourth were 

gatheriog in t he big bay window in the 

corridor, nearly opposi te his door. 

The Fbtical Four came lint, 2nd 

ann exed the window-seat; then Momy 

arrived, an d Oswa ld, and Towny a nd Toppy , 

and se veral mo re fell ows. Quit e a littl e 
c rowd had gather ed there before t hree 

o'clock. 
And t hey were all smili ng . 

A~h ur Edwa rd Lovell h.ad started by 
telli ng two or three fe ll ows abo ut hil little 

rag. The new, bad spread. By that dme 

n urly all the C.laalcal Fowth knew t~t 

Mr. Gre ely wu to rece ive unex pected 
visitors that afternoon, and they were deeply 
interested . They wondered what would 

happen. 
From the bay window in the corridor 

th ey bad a partia l view of the quad, and 

just before t hree they sighted a tall , lean 
gutl cmu , la a tlgbt - flttla.g froc k-con 
and 1Uk hat, advanclag towards the Home. 

11That will be Purkiss!" said Lovell. 
11He 11 really co m e!" mwm ured Raby . 

11Ratber a catc h for him to get a Rookwood 
muter as a pupil for his gi ddy deportment." 

"Wha t oa urtb will Greely say?" 

munn ured Momin.gton. 
"I wond er! 11 , aid Lov ell . 11We shall 

soon hear from thJ 1 place ~ Creely 11 toot 

c arri es lik e a meg aph one. 11 

Th e Jun.Ion chuckle d. 
Timothy Tupper , the House page, 

appea red in the corrid or , conducting th e 

tall, le a n gentleman. He conducted him 

to Mt. Greely'• door, tapped, and ope ned 

the door . 

"Mr, Puddn , Sir! 11 

Mr . Greely glanced up from his 
pap er. He glanced in swprlse at the lea n 

gentleman, In h.is tight black coat, wi t h 
h.is silk hat in his band, and an aggressive 

smile upon his rather cadaverous face, 

"Mr. Gree.Jy - - 0 

The gentlem an from Latch a m stepped 

in, and Tupp er cloted the door a nd retire d. 

Mr. Greely roi e politely; he was 

a lway s polit e in a po nderous W ilf1 tlaou.gh 

he was surprised and not very pl eased by 

thil visit. 

" My ca rd , llr! 11 &aid Mr. Pw-ku:1. 
The Fifth-Form maste r glanced at 

the card , which Informed him that Mr. 
Purkiss' academy at Latcham gave 
inst ruct ion in danch,g, deportment , and 

drill . Not bdag, 10 far as he was awa re , 
ln need of i.nstmc t ion in those branches of 

knowledge, Mt. Cree ly w.a1 punled. 
11You will excuse me, Mr. Purk:lu, 

bl.at I do DOt qu.it e i.mdentand -- 11 

"Naturally , sh - naturally, 11 agreed 
Mr. Purkiu. "A llttle iastruedoo will 

make all the difference . '1 
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,.But I do not see --" recommenced 

the purz.led Form-muter . 
"My dear 1h, we will be,&ln at onc.c, 

U you wish. Not• moment 1haU be lost," 

said Mr. PwkiN. "Do not be d.lacoung•d 

by the fact that yov are - hem! - perhaps a 

Bttle el de rly," 
"What7 11 

"Age b DO bar , sir, to lmprovemeat, 

provided that the pupil U kHn and pain

staking." 
0 Toe - tbe pupil?" 

"f.xactly, dr, 11 said Mr. Purkhs, 

with an agreeable smile, "!ven at your 

time of Ure, sir, deport-mnit can he studied 

with the g reatest adV,1.1111:2ge. 11 

"Deportment!" ,aid M r. Credy 

dazedly. 
"Deportment, d r!" assented Mt. 

Pu.rkbs. "A very Important subject, sir -

vuy lmpo rt aat! Now, d r, sinc e yoa b:ave 

asked me to lose no tlme, your prae.at 

atti t ud e --" 
" Eh?" 

"Defective, sh - vay de.(ectlv e , 11 

aid Mr. Purlda. "Not a word , sir - with

out last-NC.don, m>ODe c a.a be u:pected to 

master th e important art ol deportmt:Dt, 

No w , slr , the chi n up a litt le blt -- 11 

"Wha t?" 

"The right l eg a little f«w1rd." 
"Sir!" 

"Your hands, at the pre.eat mome:111:, 

hana at yoUJ' dd• lo tbt: mo.rt gn.cdus 

way. Not a word, air. Of coune, ye>Q 

have not ol:utved 111ythin1 o( the klad, 

How should you7 It I., my bulln-, sir , 

to cnlJgbten you--" 
"What? What?" .stuttued Mr. 

Crecly, wondering dir.r.ily whether he had a 

lunatic to deal with. 

''Now, dr, the left hand -- " 

Mr . Purldaa advanced wltb the 

bowing grace of a dancing-muter, aad 

took hold or Mr. Creely's ldt hand. 

The nut mamcnl. Mt, Credy's 

right band came into action. 

With a violent shove, he sent Mr, 

PurklA toppling bac k; and i n bb sutprbc 

the dancloa-master of Latcbam ut down 

oo tbe study c1~t witb I heavy bump. 

"Ob! .. auped Mr. Pw-kl •• 
Mr. Credy glared down at him, 

"Ar e you ma d, dr7" he tboute d. 

"What7" 

"I( you are oot imaae or lm.odcated, 

what do you mun?" roared Mr. Greely. 

"How dare you come hu e, dr, and play 

such antics lo my ttudy 7 11 

Mr. Purklu stared up a t blm, 

"What? Wba.t1 Wbat1' ' he stutte red. 

"Andca:7 Sir, I WU imtNCtlnc you - I 

was, up0n my word! " 

Mr. Purkiss picked hlnuelf up and 

bac k~ away from Mr. Cre ely. He was 

fedlns alarmed., T'hi1 was not the 

recq,tlOD he bad apected from a mlddle

aged pupil who wu 2m.:lom to rtu.dy tha t 

lmport&tll bt1oth of koowledge , depot1:-

meat. 
Mr. Cree ly pointed to the door, 

"Co, sh!" he hoo.:ed. 

"Mr. Creely! I presume tbe,e b 

oo mistake? You att Mt. Credy --" 

"I am Mr. C ree ly! Co!" 

"Th eo there ls no mbt• ke! Am I 

to w,dentand, Mr . Creely, thll you do 

not desire to receiv e imtructlon from me 

ln deportment, l.n spite of your very 

evident DHd of It?" 
"You are t o undentand, •Ir, tb2t 

you are to leave my 1tudy this lmtant 



and take your abcurd lmoleoce elsewhere! 11 

roared Mr, Greely. 
"I will leave your study with pl easure., 

sir, 11 exclaimed Mr. Purkin, quite e.maged 
now. "[ have no desire whatever, dr, to 

waste my instructio n upon a man with the 
manners of a Hun - the manners of a 
pardcu.brly sava ge bear, sir. But 1 ~ve 
no intention, sir , of coming here from 
Latcham for nothing, sir. I ah.all charge 

THROUGH OTHER EYES 
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you, sir, with my taxi fare, sl r, and if you 
do not settle my ac count, air, I shall bring 
a sum.mom in the County Court, sir! " 

And with that Mr. Purkiss flung out 
or the study, slam ming the door behind 
him, Jammed on bis silk hat, and departed. 

(NEX T MONlH WE BREAK-UP AFTER 

OUR T£RM AT ROOKWOOD, OVER 

FIFTY YEARS AGO.) ............. 
by Les Rowley 

Greyfria rs , Its Scaff and Scholars, as seen by persons In everyday life. 

James Soames 

I was com ing to the end of the story and was about co turn the 
final page when a shadow fell across the co lumns of small print . l 
waited for the sha dow to move and for its owner to pass further along the 
c liff path near which I sprawled at my ease. 

&it the shadow remained and I turned my head and looked up. A 
tall, Jean, and rather correct ly dressed stranger looked down at me . 
I say 's tranger' but there was something vaguely familiar about the 
smooth features with their deferential expression . He sm iled , but it 
was not what I would call a pleasant s mile for it bore more than a t race 
of a sneer. When he spoke his voice was as smooth as his appearance. 

"l trust you will pardon the intrusion, sir, but I could not fail to 
observe your choice of li te rature ," he nodded toward the copy of the 
"Magnet " that lay beneath my hand, 

"You appear presently interested in the adventur es at Iiastcliff 
Lodge that took place in the early Spring of 1940, That is a long time 
ago, sir, but thirty -four years is nothing to one like myself who is 
emb raced in an ageles s society. We have me t several thn es, you and 
1, but until now the acquaintance has been lim ited to the rather co loured 
accounts you have read of the scho lars of Gr eyfriar s School and myself. 
I feel no introduction is required, but to se ttle the doubt that I can see is 
in your mind I will tell you that my nam e is James Soames, one-time 



Page 24 

valet to Mr. Samuel Vernon-Smith, the well-known financier. 

"Today movement is afoot to ensure the more even distribution 

of wealth - a movement with which l have great sympath y and have long 

sought to bring about as far as it was in my own interst. No, do not 

(eel for your wallet, sir. It is quire safe for I assure you that I am not 

a petty thief out to rob another of a pittan ce. 
"Eastcllffe Lodge, about which you have been re ading, was the 

sc ene of my last really great adventure. and adventure there has surely 

been in the life of a sea-Lawyer. freebooter, pirate - call me what you 

wlll. True I had had my moment s whilst in the service of the Vernon 

Smiths. I make no excuse for att em pting to depriv e them of the wealth 

which bad been acquired by means only slightly more hones t than my own, 

There was no other attra ctio n in the post for both father and son were 

insufferable snobs . I will say , however, that Master Herbert could 

sho w rare courage on occasion, but there was little else to endear him 

to his father' s vale t. 
"Thro ugh the Vernon -Smiths I met the boys from the Remove Form 

at Greyfrlars School . In retrespe ct, I find my palms Itc hing with an 

almost intense desire to box once again the ears of that fat tool lllnter 

who so often interefered with my plans. I would welcome, too , another 

chance to outwit the others who once outwitted me. 
"Wharton, Nugent, Cherry. &11 and Hurree Singh are youths of 

a different characte r. They represent a cha llenge - a challenge I 

would be plea sed to meet if the prize were sufficiently a ttractive. 

do not wittingly put lives at ris k not even when the game 1s fought where 

the roller s break agai nst som e distant Island s hore. Those young men 

have survived enco unters with me before; there Is alway s the chance 

that they would survive again. 
"I must take my leave of you , sir, and allow you to finish your 

rea ding. May I commend to your especial attention the final story about 

Eastcliff Lodge, sir? I feel that It does me some small credit, ll8 

Master Wharton has cause to remember. Good day to you:" 
Soames turned and, resuming his walk along the cliff path was 

soon lost to sight . I turned to my "Magnet" once agai n. I had read the 

story before, rmre times than I could remember. &Jt the account of 

how Soames saved Whart on's life in the dark early days of that far off 
war now had a different meanin g. 
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(Intere sti ng Ite ms from the 
Edi tor' s letter -ba g) 

F, OSBORN (London): I would like to than k you for including the prayer 
for anim:i ls (who care s if i t is soft:), There is not much se ntime nt in 
the world today. Needless to say, 1 liked it , I was very interested to 
learn of Mister Softee , 

ERIC RUFFLE (Woking): Although I did not read many Rookwood 
stories I liked the schoo l very mu ch . How like is Mr . Gree ly to the 
Grey fr lar s Fi fth · form mas ter. Your reference to the Sherl ock Holmes 
"Wisteria Lodge " and the outings in Esher and Oxshott interested me . 
As a boy l live d in Eshe r almost opposite the Bear Hotel. Today , 
unfortunately, traf fic has spo iled this delightful district . 

G. HARDAKER (Skelmersda le ): A year ago l co lle cted only Dandy. 
Beano , Magic, Com ics and AIEIBl s, de viating only for the big Fiv~. 
Since, however, no s ubscriber to CD rea d s his copie s less than three / 
four times, plus the casual browse , it was only natural tha t such titles 
as Magnet, Gem, Bullseye, Boys' Mag., Boys' Journal, B/F, S.O.L., 
etc . , would soo ner or later attract me; wondering what they were like 
to read has occupied my mind for some time . So , consequently, over 
the pa st few months, I bave picked up a few B/Mags . , abo ut forty, 
e leven Journals, three 8/F/L' s , and some other stuff , and will commence 
reading the m when next 1 go deep sea. And , too, 1 bave bargained for 
the first twenty -seven issues of Bullseye, successfully, I thinlc, and look 
forward to receiving these in the near future . I'm swopping some early 
Beano/Da ndy for these. (Nothi ng's Sac re d:) and tbe hunt is beginnin g to 
get se r ious . Anyway, thanlcs for an all ro und enjoyable Magazine. 
Lots of moral support and good lu ck. 

BEN WHITER (London): "The White Hell of Pitz·Palu" was classed as 
the la st great silent fil m to be made. I saw it at the Dream lan d Cine ma 
in Marga te, in the early 1930's, and was thr ill ed to see the location first 
hand when holidaying at St. Moritz and Davos in 1955. Truly a great 
film . 

MISS I. M. LEES (Canterbury): I like reading an ic le s on Tom Merry 
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although I don 't a lways agree with the writers, of course. I read the 

a rtic le by John Wallen with intere st, but fancy • my ch.!ldhood favouri te 

hero being calle d 'The Faceless One'. 

JOHN GEAL (Hampton): I think the Artist Series 1s great and It 

re presents the var ious styles we11. I thlnk the arti sts were an under· 

rated part of Old Boys ' Books. How we looked forward a s youngster s to 

the arrival of the latest issues, and, before readin g, eagerl y scanned 

the illusttatlons . I wonder how the characte rs in the storie s would have 

register ed without the baclungs of the artists. 

W. LOYNES (Tewkesbury) : I find that I have lost a week of Magne ts. 

By doing a Sexton Blake I think I have ttaced it to the General Stril:e of 

1926. I haven't any 1926 Magnets, but I think if you look th.rough the 

series you won't find a Magnet dated 8th May, 1926, or somewhere 

around that date. The General Stril:e lasted from 3rd to 12th May , 1926. 

Am I r ight? 
(EDITORIAL COMM£NT: The Magnet was prtate.d a awnbu of weds la advaDCa of 

rubllcatioa. The nw.dn,: laue wu tbe one for 3rd JUDe, 1926.) 

JOHN GUNN (Grantham): In regard to the Iron Pirate, I have Just 

glanced throu gh my Chums collection and it would appear that the fourth 

ins talment of the Iron Pira te when repr inted in 1927 /8 Cllurns was 

vir tually the same • a paragrapll or so trimmed out and other minor 

changes, e.g. " For Heavens Sake" instead of " For God' s Sake " - tlus 

poss ibly because the eja culation "For God's Sake" had appea red sever al 

time s in a b.mcb. 

BILL LOFTS (London): I thought Roger Jenkins re view of our book 

4uite fair, but I s hould point out that both myself and Mr . Adley had 

cor responde nce witll Fra nk Ricllards for many year s. I nave al so done 

quite a large amount of research for the Hamilton famil y. In 1964, I 

paid my first visi t to Rose Lawn and was able to make note s of the place , 

as well a s books in the Library , I nave discussed them with vario us 

members through the year s after peru sing copies of them in the 8. M. 

and other Ubrarles. Readers will note that my ver sio ns differ in places, 

with more detailed names and corre cts an error. I must have met 

Miss Hood at least a dozen times at various meetings / dinners, etc. , 
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and had odd chats with her. I do agree with Roger entirely that more 
acknowledgements shoul d have been made in the book. Tiley were in 
there originally, but somehow in hasty proo f- reading got omitted. 
Through the pages of the C. D. we would especially give thanks to Chris 
Lowder, and others, as well as to Roger Jenkins for bis original articles 
on Rose l.4wn, and bis artic le in last October C. D. which prompted me 
to write up my own version. We would apologise to them for this 
omission, and it will be rectified in future editions. 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No. 16 . THE BOTTOM OF THE BARREL 

Tb.lngs were becoming dUflcult !or 

the lilut clnemu. They congratulated 

therruelva that they had not rushed to iDStall 

equipment for the early talki ng ftl ms, for 
Sound-on-Dbc had died to be replaced by 

the much more convenient and dficie.nt 

Sound-on-Film. Pleaty cine.ma 1, with 
Sound-o n-Dile, now found themselves with 

upenslve equipment which th ey could DO 

looger use and could not sell, 

scarce r and ,career. Though firms 

anno unced that they were prepa ring silent 
v ersio m of their ta lkies, tbon silent 

versiom often neve r materialised now. 
Fortunately new silent film s were rtlll 

comioa from Europe and wme of them 
were excellent, but others we.re hea vy

going and one m.iued the big ,tar namu. 
UnJvers.al asked m e wbether I would 

lik e to book 11Lcs Miscrablci 0 and I did; 

This was a very long a nd remarkable 
flJm - no bette r venlon of the Vic tor HugO 

novel cao ever ha ve been made. Though 
it wu booked a, one f ilm• it wu actually 
two. The first part ( running about 21 bows) 

wu enrltled "The Soul or Humanity", 
The ucoDd part (rwm..ing just under two 

houn) was entitled "The Banicades". It 
rulid bad a s ea son il1 the Wat End at increased 

prices, both parts belDg shown tog ether in 

one long programme with a IS-minute 
Interval between the two parts . 

How various ci nem :n ha ndled it when 
it waa released I do not know, for 1 do not 
recollect ever coming a cross it in my travels. 

1 think .it p)Rlble l~t It, dtttule l ength 
may have made it not t oo popular among 

booking - maaagen, but I don 't know. We 
played th e fint part on Friday and th e 
second part on Sunday, I recall it as an 
extremely good film, tense and beautifully 

a cte d and photographed. Though I hav e 
quite a f,:w recorded items about it 

( including the actual length of each section), 
I do not have any records of the people who 
st•1"'cd in it, and frorn that I bncy that It 

was probably French. 
0u.r only other release fro m Univen.al 

that term was anoth er big one: Comad 

Veldt and Mary Philbin in "The Man Who 

Laugha11
• 
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From Cawoont 8ril1,h we played 

'The Soul of Fnnc:e ", a big Frencb war 

ru m; kn Lyon, Sbbley Muon and Juon 

Rob.i.rds in "The Flytng MatlH" : Ja meson 

lla omu and ~Dita Hume In "Hlgh Trusrm" 1 

lac k Ho lt in "The Donovan Afb.h ·'' ; 

Brigitte H el m t r. "The Wonderful Lie", 

From Wudou, <..1me lamuon Thoma , 

,n "Pop5Aei i.1 Fbudtn" , a Dd Carl Briuon 

,1nd Ul.ti.io Hall·Da vu i n " Tbe Ring". 

Thh was :11 German b.>xing film, a nd I 

faao:.y ch,i1t C arl Brlslon w.n a German boxln& 

•u.r 0€ the day. A4o lfOm Wardo ur Cillme 

~1mone Cf'DO'YOU 10 a vuy beaublu.1 French 

mm "Sc. Jo11n the Maid", 'Thh w at a 

rea1 weepie, and I remember that the 

au dl tntl u.m wal aw ash wit h t eal"I. 

t' rom Ualty FJlms ca.me C111uford 

Kent, Geo rge Fawcett, a nd Mar guuhe 

Cou rtot In "SUu M.amu". From F,B.O, 

we had Hobart Bolworth, Ja cque li ne Logan 

aod Richard Arlen In "The Blood Shlp 0
• 

Ft0 m P, O,C, came Sue Caro l and Art.but 

Walling In "Walking Home"; Jack Odde 

in "Si n Tow n", a nd l\ od La Ro.;ttu.e and 

Lupe Vde1 ta "Stand aod Dellv er". 

Anothl'r r l'Dtl' r, B. & f , f, (Brlti.b 

& ForeJgn f ilms) supp li ed ODl': or two o( this 

term'• Hims, mainly or all Germ an, 

lnc:ludhic: Ham Sc hl ett.on ud LlUu H• ll -

Davtd in "Volga - Volga" (a famous Him 

lo it.I day) , and Max Scb.melli a.g lo " The 

lov e Ring", Max Schmelllng wu another 

famous Germ a n baJca , and , wwsua l for a 

figh1u , an c,,he.iudy handsome mao. 

His 61.Dll were popuhr at the time. 

Thi.I tenn brought w our vc.ry Ian 

aa ial, "The Yellow Cameo". It wu a 

ta lking nrial, a nd we n.n the sUeot 

vffllOD, I can't remember a.aythin.g about 

i t , but the heyday of thl' cine ma Sl'rial 

wu long p:ut, 

So w e were c a rrying on as a , Uent 

clnt-ma, 1.argdy helped by Ewopean film1 1 

aod alway• wond • Lns Just how long the 

supply o{ any 1ileat pktur a would lut. 

f irst Natlon:a l reissued Hve Harry la:n.gdon 

futwu , pl la' some of the Ken Maynard 

film • , an d a ( ew oc.be.11. So, ovu a term 

or two we gave a 1ec:011d 1bowlQg 10 ,o me 

of them, lnc:ludh'C a ll th e fiw Laogdom . 

Bula, siletll !Unu grew sca rce.r, 

mo re and more cinema, were lmt.aUia.g 

IOWJd . 

(ANOTHER ARTIC J.E IN TiilS 

SERIES SHOR n Y) ... ... ... .. .. 
£1 pu copy offe red Magads 496,501, 502,503 , SOS,S47 1 548,SS3,S5S , 556 , 613,61 4,615, 74 3, 

744 1 7<&5, 75 6 1 760 , 716 , 779 to 78 4,£09 to 812 , 819 to 823, 834,8"1, 846,848 , SS2,853,8S8,859, 

860, 8 73 to sn,906 to 909, 9.s to 948 , 9?1, 981 to 984,992, 1009 , 1036 , 1037, 1099 to 1102, 

1135, 1137, 1158, 1199 , 1205, 1263. 

STAN l FORTI-1, 10 LYME ROAD, AMPnilU., B.EDFO RD . 

• • • • .. • • .. * .. . . ... ....... .. . ... ........... "' .. 

COWfN FUN, No. 2, is a spec.lal adven:ure strip lq ue and feat ut es Erk Parke.r, Derek Eyl es 

and ot:h ers . Seod 11 pence (in It.amp) for poatag e to: ALAN t lAURfJ. CLARK, 

I LOWER OiU RC H ST., CUOOINCTON, (Nr. AYLESIUR Y), BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
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LONDON 

Aptly named Greyfriars, the Wokingham borne of Eric and Betty 
Lawrence, sa w the first distribution of the Frank Richards' Centenary 
Comm emoration plates when the c lub held its June meeting. First two 
of the distribution went to Madam and Eric Fayne who had made their 
now customary yearly visit. There was only a small suppl y and these 
went to members who are unable by distance to attend many meetings. 
thu s saving postage. Eric Lawren ce conducted his Quotations 
competition, these being the ones that Frank Richards used in his writings; 
winner was Roger Jenkins~ Eric Payne's Cousequences was won by Ray 
Hopkins and afterwards Ray gave a very intere sting account of the three 
books that he would take on a Desert Island , these being Magnet number 

617 and Schoolboys' Own Librar ies numbers 353 and 335. 
Roger Jenkins spoke of a visit to Miss Hood and for tbe record 

there were a 'batch of coloured sli de s, that Eric Lawrence took at last 
year's Greyfriars meeting, for members perusal by means of a viewer. 
Eric and Betty were thanked for their hospitality and thus it was au revoir 
Greyfriars and on to Courtfield , 49 Kingsend, Ruislip , Middlesex, HA4 
700, ror the 20th July meeting . Host s the Acraman family. Phone 
Ruislip 31025. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

CAMBRIOOE 

The Club met at 3 Long Road, on Sunday, 8 June. In view of the 
glor iou s weather the meeting wa s held in Danny Pos ner 's garden. 

Much pleasure was expressed at the return of Haro ld Forecast 
after his illness, and a wann welcome was expressed to Mrs. Forecast 
who had accompanied him. 

In the absence of the club's reporter on new Items (Deryck) the 
Secretary reported on John Creasy 's posthumous work "Th e Masters of 
Bow Street" - tracing the policing of London from the first quarter of tbe 
18th century to the formation of Peel' s police. 



The President welcomed the guest speake r, Mr . Derek Barlow , 

author of a recent authoritat ive work on "Dick Turpin and the Gregory 

Gang". Mr . llo.rlow gave a long and interesting talk on Turpin , giving 

tlrat lbe outline of the r eal Turpin and then tra cing the grow th of the 

legend. Mr. Barlow , who ls a membe r of the staff of the l'llbll c Reco rd 

Office, explained how his Interest In Turpin had first been aroused by 

reading original sessions records of Turpin's trial, thi s had led him on 

to five years or resear ches and another two years In wrldng his book. 

He drew attention to the differen ce between the real Turpin, a petty 

bouaebreaker and gangster, and the figure he had become th rough c hap· 

books, novelllsts, Ainsworth '• "Rookwood " , etc. The ride to York and 

" llla ck Beas " being pure inventions so far as Turpin was concerned. He 

produced many intere sting items about Turpin, trom rar e pamphlet s to 

film programmes, a Mermaid Pantomime programme on Turpin, and 

Turpin matchboxes. He thought that Turp in had made a spec ial Impact 

on society almost from the date of his death, and concl uded by 

expressing the opinion that Turpin ' s main con tributi on to English hi st ory 

was that or entertainment. Mr. Barlow was warmly than ked for his 

most interesting and entertaining talk. 

President Bill Lofts drew advance attention to the Charles 

,Hamilton cente nary In August 1976 · It was agre ed that this must be 

celebrated, and it was agreed to cons ider whether an approach shou ld be 

made to Angila T. V. about a progra mme on the world of Charles Hamilton, 

especially In view of the East Angllan associatio ns with C.H. through 

Pentelow , a native of East Anglts. 

Bill Lotts also repo r ted that the new biography of Charle s 

Hamilton was selling well and attracting much interest. 

The next meeting will be held on 14th September. 

NORTHERN 

THE SIL VER JUBILEE DINNER 

At our Silver Jubilee Dinner, held at the Man sion Hotel, Leeds , 

on Saturday , 7 June, we were pleased to have John Wernha m as ou r Guest 

Speake r, and to welcome a goodly gathering or members and fr iend s, 

among whom was Bob Blythe or the London Club. It was also de lightful 

to have with us two of our stalwarts • Bill Willtsmson and Harry Barlow • 
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both of whom had been present at the Inaugural Dinner held in 1950. 
We as sem bled lei sure ly for chatter and drinks and before dinner 

we posed for the photographer . The result, now available, will pr ovide 
an interesting memento to treasure into the future . 

After the dinner. the main cour se of which was Roast English 
Turkey, our Master of Ceremo nies, Ron Rhodes, proposed the toast to 
the Queen . Our Guest Speaker, John Wernham, proposed a toast to the 
Nort hern Club and the response was made by Geoffrey Good. Harold 
Truscott then proposed a toast to the Hobby and Geoffrey Wilde responded . 

It was unfortunate that many had to leave early so that there was 
no opportunity for chatter afterwards . Apar t from thi s we really have 
to say that a good time was had by all and that i t was an occasion which 
will live long in our memories . 

Mollie was able to display the Grcyfriars Plate and orders are 
being taken . 

The Silver Jubilee Booklet is ava ilable and may be obtained from 
the Reverend G. Good, Stain cliffe Vicarage, Batley, Yorkshire, WFl 7 
7QX. Plea se enclose a 5!p (or 7p) stamp. An interesting souvenir -
and perhaps a collectors' item in the years to come: 

Saturday, 14 June , 1975 
Wt: met in the alt enna tb oC our Silver Jubilee Dinne.r, all or us quite delighted witb 

the re.ult of our efforu, .1nd Moille wu able to dhpl.ly proof c.opla of the ooa,p pbotogr:aph. 
After several seuiom of Jubilee planning we were now able to revert to the normal 

type of program.me. Harry Blowen began the batting, :i;o to 1puk, with what be introduced 
a& a 'quite easy quit'! Tb°' e words seemed to evoke an echo i n our memorle, which, perhaps , 
wai respondble for the ribald noi,e, which emanated from the gathering! 

Not all of us, however, had to mark our papett with rows of crocs1.:1! 'Roa. Rhoda 
came top wltb 19 out of 20 (but, then, he's an old boy of St. Frank•,:) a.d tying in second 

pbce with 14 came BIUW.}Jlam&oa and Ron Hodpon . 
Jack Allison then read tow: from Magnets 1265 and 1266, from the second Vemo n

Smlth Captain Series , It seemed, sald Jack, that they w ere written independesly of the 

suia and were tlmply adapte d to flt. 
But, at azry rate, Frank Richards at his bat. Smithy tries to du 'Wharton t-oto 

defying blm. Bwiter tricks Smithy and S!lllthy thlnlcs that Wharton il'tbc culprit. Wharton 
for a time h lo a moral dilemma, tbouab llmlter is cau1ht oa.t when he ttlt.:1 tbe same trick 
again! And, at Sbskupeue put It, all b well that endt well! 
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